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“I have the wonderful opportunity
to teach children and watch their
successes as they learn and grow.
What they don’t realize is how
much they actually teach me and
how much I grow as a person
because of them.”

Jamie Wilson as Snow White,
Edgemoor Recreation Specialist
with Kierra McGuire, age 3
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RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Recreation:  
• Converted the gym floors at Lynette Woodard Recreation 

Center and McAdams Recreation Center to wooden gym 
floors, replacing the old, unsafe synthetic court coverings. 

• Installed new basketball goals and safety pads at the 
following recreation centers: McAdams, Lynette Woodard, 
Boston and Linwood. 

• Summer of Discovery operated at a 91% cost recovery for 
2003 

• Tennis Center operated at a 61% cost recovery for 2003.  
Hosted the Junior College Regional Tennis Tournament, 
the NAIA Regional Tennis Tournament and the Youth 
Novice II Tournament. 

• Hosted the USSA Men’s “E” regional and Men’s “D” state 
softball tournament. 

• Hosted the Independent World Chess Championship 
Incorporated tournament sponsored by William Sanders, 
with participants including Jim Brown, the former running 
back for the Cleveland Browns. 

 
Maintenance and Forestry: 
• Development and implementation of Department wide 

re-organization in coordination with Finance and 
Public Works staff - early in the year the Department 
underwent a significant maintenance reorganization.  This 
included the shift of 10 full time positions to Public Works 
and the consolidation of the Forestry and Central Support 
Division with the Park Maintenance Division, including the 
elimination of one Park Superintendent position.  The 
positions shifted to Public Works included the small 
equipment repair staff as well as the electricians and 
plumbers. 

• Athletic field renovation and construction - Adult 
Soccer at 37th and Ohio, Grading and Drainage Plans for 
2 Soccer Fields; Barry Sanders Football Field Renovation, 
grading, irrigation and sod for entire field; South Lakes 
Softball Commons Irrigation system design and 
construction. 

• Park design and development – Coordination and 
oversight of Riverside Park Master Plan, Leon 
Robinson Park development of conceptual master 
plan, K-96 Lake handicapped fishing docks design 
and construction, K-96 Lake park entry road from 
Hillside design layout and construction, Longview 
Neighborhood Park gazebo design and construction,

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Les Longhauser memorial shelter at South Lakes 
Soccer Complex design and construction, Grove Park 
football field lighting design and construction; Design 
development plans for Northeast Baseball and Garvey 
Park, develop request for proposal for the city’s first 
Skatepark. 

• Playground Development – renovation of 16 park 
playground sites, McAdams, Evergreen, Osage, 
Murdock, South Linwood, North Linwood, Emporia, 
Minisa, Hyde, Skyline, Watson East, Watson West, 
Sycamore, Schweiter, Boston, and Lynette Woodard. 

• Pathway projects - Chisholm Creek Bike path 
artwork design layout, Harrison Park pathway 
renovation construction, Mt Vernon and Bluff Pathway 
design and construction. 

• Park Lighting projects – design and construction of 
improvements in Heritage, Minisa, North Woodland, 
Evergreen, and McAdams parks. 

• Parking lot renovation projects – design and 
construction of new parking lots for West Douglas and 
Armory, Hilltop Community Center, Linwood 
Recreation Center, Linwood Swimming Pool area, 
Chisholm Creek Entrance Road, Boston Recreation 
Center. 

• Tennis Court renovation projects – design and 
construction of new courts in Harvest Park, College 
Hill Park, and Lynette Woodard combined with new 
basketball court.  

 
Botanica: 
• Board of Trustees -Through the efforts of the Board 

and staff, Botanica continued to identify specific needs 
and match them to potential Trustee expertise in order 
to expand the diversity of knowledge on the Board.  A 
matrix was created to clearly define each Trustee's 
experience (career, formal education and volunteer) 
relating to multiple fields.   Targeted individuals will be 
approached on an ongoing basis through education 
about Botanica with the hope that they will commit 
their time and talents to the organization's future. 

• Partnership with the City of Wichita - The City of 
Wichita committed to replace, repair and stain the 
wooden pergola over the main Concourse and on the 
Upper Terrace. 

The mission statement of the Park department is to provide a cost-effective system of 
safe and attractive parks and recreation land, facilities and programs that enhance the 
beautification of the City, provide for the leisure time pursuits of all Wichita residents 

and visitors, and promote appreciation of the City's environmental resources. 
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• The Gardens - The staff of gardeners augmented by 

dedicated volunteers, continued to create a place of great 
beauty, providing an extraordinary experience for all of our 
visitors. 

 
Century II and Expo Hall 
• Century II has a great impact on the Wichita economy with 

all the events hosted in its facility. A total of $2,876,904 
new dollars was brought to the community through trade 
shows, conventions, plays, concerts, operas and musicals 
held at the Century II and Expo Halls.  Some of the great 
attractions included the following: 
 The American Baptist Association’s 2003 annual 

convention, contributing approximately $558,052 to 
the local economy. 

 The Airborne Law Enforcement Association’s 2003 
annual summer convention, contributing 
approximately $805,042. 

 The American Rabbit Breeders Association’s 2003 
annual convention contributing approximately, 
$1,513,810.   

 

DEPARTMENT OBJECTIVES 
Recreation:  
1. To increase enrollment in fee-based programming at 

Recreation Centers by 3%. 
a. Develop and implement a programming committee to 

give recommendations for new program ideas and 
guidelines. 

b. Develop and implement a special events committee.  
c. Increase promotions and marketing through the Park 

and Recreation brochure, radio advertising and 
newspaper advertising. 

 

 
2. To increase Summer of Discovery enrollment by 2%. 

a. Increase promotions and marketing through our Park 
and Recreation brochure, radio advertising and 
newspaper advertising. 

b. Conduct exit surveys to determine ways of improving 
the program. 

3. To increase overall attendance at all Recreation Centers 
by 3%. 
a. Increase promotions and marketing through the Park 

and Recreation brochure, radio advertising and 
newspaper advertising. 

b. Develop improved attendance tracking methods. 
c. Conduct exit surveys to develop programming ideas. 

 
Maintenance and Forestry: 
4. Enhance public aesthetics and safety through pruning of 

18,000 public trees with an efficiency rate at or below 1.6 
employee hours (EH) per tree 

5. Provide public safety and disease control through prompt 
removal of all dead/hazardous trees with efficiency at or 
below 6.0 employee hours per tree. 

6. Mow 3,399 acres per rotation of park areas with efficiency 
at or below the rate of .90 employee hours per acre in 
order to provide public use areas that are aesthetically 
pleasing and that invite public use. 

7. Provide refuse collection to prevent scattered litter and 
protect public health with an efficiency at or below the rate 
of .07 employee hours per container serviced during the 
months of April through September. 

 

PERFORMANCE MEASURES  
  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005Dept. 

Objective Program Measure Description Actual Actual Actual Projected Projected
1 Increase enrollment at Recreation Centers 22,959 24,107 24,283 25,497 26,261
2 Increase Summer of Discovery enrollment 7,393 6,270 4,728 4,822 4,918
3 Increase overall attendance  N/A 572,058 572,058 589,220 606,896
4 Tree pruned -  employee hr/tree pruned  15,455-1.4 20,995-1.4 20,309-1.6 18,000-1.6 18,000-1.6
5 Tree removed – employee hr/tree removed 4,637-4.1 3,950-4.2 3,097-4.7 2,500-6.0 2,500-6.0
6 Acres mowed – employee hr/acre 1,868-.90 1,868-.89 3,399-.95 3,399-.95 3,399-.95
7 Containers serviced–employee hr/container 85,506-.064 84,401-.064 86,595-.057 87,000-.07 87,000-.07
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OVERVIEW 
The Park and Recreation Department is responsible for 
providing recreational opportunities for all residents of the local 
community and surrounding areas, including golf, cultural and 
performing art activities facility and portable stage rentals, 
youth-based activities, an educational summer daycare 
program, youth and adult athletic programs, the leadership and 
management of 10 recreation centers, Watson Park, Riverside 
Tennis Center, a water park and 11 swimming pools. Additional 
services provided by the Park and Recreation Department 
include maintaining the landscaping at City of Wichita parks, 
street median right of ways and other City-owned properties, 
tree trimming, removal and planting, emergency storm debris 
removal, athletic field maintenance and preparation.  Park and 
Recreation also provides leadership and partial funding to the 
Botanica Gardens and the Great Plains Nature Center 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Botanica, Century II, Expo Hall, the Historical Museum, and 
Wichita Boathouse are facilities operated by the Park 
Department.  City Arts and Wichita Boathouse, the former 
components of Park Department, are shifted to the General 
Government department as part of the 2004 Revised budget.  
Century II and Expo Hall provide an attractive venue for 
entertainment and conventions. Botanica is a beautiful 
botanical garden located in Sim Park, near the Arkansas River. 
The Boathouse is a popular reception facility. Educational 
opportunities in the respective fields of Wichita/Sedgwick 
County history are provided through the Historical Museum 
 

DIVISION DESCRIPTIONS 
The Administration Division coordinates activities among 
the various divisions, supervises the receipts and disbursement 
of funds and distributes charges to the various activities.  The 
division prepares and submits the annual departmental 
budgets. Other duties include payroll and accounts payable 
support, site audits and cash controls, training for seasonal 
staff; capital project management and seeking additional 
funding through grant research.  Staff attends District Advisory 
Boards, Neighborhood Association meetings and the monthly 
Park Advisory Board meetings.  
 

 
The Recreation Division has a mission to provide a cost-
effective system of safe and attractive parks and recreation 
land, facilities and programs that enhance the beautification of 
the City, provide for the leisure time pursuits of all Wichita 
residents and visitors, and promote appreciation of the City's 
environmental resources.  The Recreation Division operates 10 
neighborhood recreation centers, 11 swimming pools, 2 sports 
complexes, 114 additional athletic fields, a tennis center, Great 
Plains Nature Center and Watson Park.  
 
Recreation Centers is a diverse recreation program provided 
through the 10 community recreation centers operated by the 
Recreation Division. The Recreation Centers offer a variety of 
classes for all ages, including gymnastics, aerobics, dance, 
cooking, judo and others. In addition, the recreational facilities 
offer rooms for nominal rental fees for meetings, parties and 
athletic events. Golden Age Clubs are also active at several 
recreation centers, with dances, dinners, trips and other 
activities held for active community seniors. 
 
The Recreation Division manages and operates Summer of 
Discovery, a 10 week summer program for children ages 6 to 
12. The licensed program is available to all children, with 
scholarship programs available for those needing assistance. 
Annually, more than 700 children enjoyed educational and 
entertaining activities such as fitness, art instruction, science 
and nature, sports camps, magic shows, movies, swimming 
and much more. 
 
Youth and Adult Athletics programming are offered by the 
Recreation Division.  Programs are offered year-round in a 
variety of outdoor sports, including baseball, softball, soccer 
and football.  The Athletic Section manages several well-
maintained facilities, including South Lakes and the new 
Northeast Sports Complexes, West Side Athletic Field, 
Plainview Park and others. Staff is responsible for organizing 
more than 90 leagues with over 200 teams annually, collecting 
fees, scheduling games, and maintaining the fields. In the near 
future, leagues will be expanded at the developing Northeast 
Sports Complex, enhancing league activities for the citizens of 
Wichita. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Park staff maintain over 38 miles of bike paths and jogging trails,
including this path in Sim Park near Cowtown.  

McAdams pool is one of 11 operated by the Park Department, with
pools located in each quadrant of the City.   
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Aquatics are operated during the summer.  The Division 
operates 11 swimming pools located throughout the City. The 
pools offer reasonably priced recreational swimming and 
swimming lessons. Swim teams formed at each pool are also 
popular activities for youth, as the teams practice and 
ultimately compete annually in a citywide swim meet.  The 
additional Water Aerobics and Swim Lap classes provide a 
relaxing and healthy leisure activity. 
 
Watson Park is a 119-acre facility in south Wichita offering 
paddle boating, fishing, pony rides, train tours, miniature golf 
and concessions.  Watson Park’s newly updated playgrounds 
and picnic shelter provide a safe, fun and excellent place for 
family gatherings or company picnics. 
 
Ralph Wulz Riverside Tennis Center is near the downtown 
area.  This award winning public tennis facility is open year 
round. The location offers 14 lighted tennis courts for drop-in 
play. Lessons are available from an on-site tennis professional, 
and the Center’s pro shop maintains a supply of racquets, balls 
and other supplies.  
 
Great Plains Nature Center is an interactive educational 
facility staffed by local, state and federal personnel. Located in 
the 282-acre Chisholm Creek Park in north Wichita, the Center 
serves as the base for the “Wichita Wild” program, providing 
citizens with opportunities to experience wildlife and to learn 
about native plants and animals. Nature trails and wildlife 
viewing areas are both available at the park. 
 
Other Related Recreation Venues include a BMX bike track 
located in Emery Park in south Wichita. A bridle path for 
equestrians is available at Pawnee Prairie Park in west 
Wichita.  Herman Hill and Oak Park each contain a disk golf 
course. 
 
Maintenace and Forestry Division provides 
vegetation management for all 4,500 acres of parks, public 
open space and along 1,500 acres of street rights-of-way.  It 
involves tree removal, pruning and emergency response from 
storm events, turf and weed mowing along streets and medians 
including 1.8 million square feet of landscaped medians.  The 
division also provides vegetation control in concrete medians, 
athletic field maintenance, litter and refuse collection, irrigation 
system maintenance, grounds maintenance around public 
buildings including all floral display beds, new tree planting and 
establishment care, and noxious weed and pest control.  In 
addition, design construction services, and maintenance for all 
park improvements (excluding buildings) is provided within this 
Division. 
 
The City engages in an aggressive reforestation effort, 
spearheaded by this division. Annually, over 2,300 trees are 
planted along thoroughfares, in parks, and in public areas.  
Each year since 1986, these efforts have helped Wichita earn 
the designation of “Tree City, USA.” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The City has invested heavily in landscaping freeway corridors, 
including West Kellogg, K-96 in northeast Wichita, and Kellogg 
and Oliver in east Wichita. The areas, which contribute to the 
general aesthetic appeal of Wichita to both residents and 
visitors,  include plantings and trees that are maintained by this 
division.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to over 4,500 acres of parkland, there are 72 
playground areas in neighborhood parks. The division inspects 
and maintains the playground equipment to ensure public 
safety.  To facilitate the removal of old, unsafe equipment and 
its replacement with new, safer equipment that meets current 
national safety standards, nearly $2 million hasbeen invested in 
improved play equipment areas in the past few years.  
 
This Division performs right-of-way mowing and maintenance 
activities and has the responsibility of maintaining the 
downtown area, including Old Town, the Douglas Streetscape, 
the East Bank area, and the Museum District.  Staff maintain a 
variety of statues, monuments, and memorials located on Park 
grounds. Due to Wichita’s recent growth, two additional 
maintenance crews were added in 2002.  
 
 
 

Park has spent nearly $2 million to improve playground areas in
recent years.  This play area  in Osage Park features new
equipment and a new, safer, rubberized surface. 

Park’s Forestry staff utilize a block pruning method to efficiently
maintain the urban forest.  Annually, nearly 20,000 trees are
pruned, and over 2,300 new trees are planted  
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Staff is also charged with maintaining signs, fencing, picnic 
tables, and a variety of other items in and around the City’s 
parks and recreational facilities. The Division maintains the 
City’s network of over 38 miles of bike paths and jogging trails.  
 
In 2003 a consolidation in some maintenance functions 
between Park and Public Works occurred.  Small engine and 
equipment mechanics were shifted to Public Work’s Fleet 
Division, to consolidate these mechanics with other City 
equipment maintenance staff.  In addition, maintenance staff in 
Park, including electricians and plumbers, were shifted to the 
Public Works Building Maintenance Division, again to 
consolidate these employees with other similar City 
maintenance staff. 
 
Botanica, the Wichita Gardens- The City of Wichita in 
partnership with the Board and staff of the Botanica Garden, 
provides an annual operating subsidy to help with salaries, 
insurance and building maintenance costs.   
 
Located in the Wichita’s Museum District, the Botanical Garden 
features include the Butterfly House, Sally Stone Sensory 
Garden, The Jayne Milburn Aquatic Collection, the 
Shakespeare Garden, the Holiday Luminary Lights and 
Botanical glow, Concerts in the Gardens, Gallery in the 
Gardens, over 100,000 spring tulips, 6,000 mums and over 300 
varieties of roses in the rose garden.  Botanica offers many 
educational classes, memorial Garden Bricks and facilities that 
often host weddings and parties. 
 

 
Century II has the fundamental mission to provide a clean, 
safe and enjoyable venue for private and public gatherings 
encompassing the performing arts, conventions, trade shows, 
banquets, meetings, public exhibits, religious programs and 
special events.  Century II contains five main halls and 15 
meeting rooms 
 
Mary Jane Teall Theater has seating for 646 and is used for a 
wide variety of events ranging from seminars to performing 
arts.  The Teall Theater is  utilized by local theater groups such 
as Stage One, Music Theatre for Young People and Wichita 
Children’s Theatre. 
 
Concert Hall seats 2,178 and is the venue used for touring 
productions such as “Rent” and “Les Miserable”.  In addition, it 
is home to local organizations such as Music Theatre of 
Wichita, Wichita Symphony Society and the Wichita Grand 
Opera.  

 
Convention Hall is an extremely versatile space, seating 
5,224 for concerts or offering 35,000 square feet of exhibit 
space for trade shows or banquets up to 2,000.  It has been the 
site of such events as four Miss USA Pageants and the filming 
of a Phil Donahue Show. 
 
Exhibition Hall has 45,000 square foot of exhibit space, is the 
home of the Mighty Wichita Wurlitzer Organ and is used for 
many banquets and some favorite local events such as the 
Midwest Winefest and the Book and Art Fair.  
 
Expo Hall is the largest hall with 93,000 square feet of open 
floor and has played host to many state, regional and national 
conventions.  This includes the American Bowling Congress, 
which is set to return in 2011, and the Airborne Law 
Enforcement Association, which included 13 helicopters on 
display. 
 
The Wichita/Sedgwick County Historical Museum 
provides documentation of life in Wichita as it has developed 
over the decades.  The Museum is housed in the old City Hall 
building.  This building, known in its day as the Palace on the 
Plains, was constructed in 1982 and served as Wichita City 
Hall until 1997.  The building was provided to the Historical 
Society shortly thereafter.   
 
FINANCE AND OPERATIONS 
The Park Department is funded entirely from the General Fund. 
However, the costs of  Recreation, Century II and Expo Hall 
are partially offset by revenue derived from rentals, 
reimbursements and fees. In 2004, these revenues are 
budgeted to total $5.1 million, or nearly one third of Park 
expenditures.  
 
Organizationally, Park is organized around Recreation and 
Maintenance Divisions, each lead by a Superintendent. 
Maintenance is charged with carrying out a comprehensive tree 
planting, maintenance and removal program and maintaining 
the landscaping of City parks, rights of ways and other 
facilities.  The Recreation Division coordinates all recreational 
programming, from adult sports to the youth-targeted Summer 
of Discovery program.  Both community facilities, Century II 
and the Expo Hall are managed by the Century II Director.  
 
The 2004 Revised budget increases funding support for the 
following: 
• Century II Box Office operation – This operation will 

eventually be self-supported by program revenue; a 
surcharge per ticket is proposed as a method. 

• Century II computer network conversion, which will include 
Century II as part of the City’s network. 

• Maintenance enhancements are included, funded by 
shifting South Lakes staff and utilizing savings from lower 
workers compensation costs in 2005. 

Selected Service Level Measures - Botanica 
  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Annual Visitors (in 1000) 143 107 101 106 105
Private $ raised ($1,000) 800 709 707 740 740
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Also included in the budget is savings from the closure of 
Osage pool, as it is converted to an interactive water feature in 
2005.  South Lakes is proposed to be shifted to an outside 
organization to manage the entire operation, which may take 
place in 2005.  When this occurs, the budget includes the 
retention of these positions to supplement other maintenance 
efforts. 
 
Program revenue is expected to increase 12 percent starting in 
2005 as new fees are implemented. Several program fees are 
increases that were suggested by the Alternative Revenue 
Task Force.   

 

FUTURE CHALLENGES 
Recreation  
• Research the implementation of “Point of Sales” 

registration and money handling procedures to improve 
customer service. 

• Develop on-line registration and payment capabilities. 
• Continue to foster working relationships with other 

agencies and associations to provide the highest quality of 
recreation activities for all ages. 

 

 
Maintenance and Forestry 
• Meeting maintenance expectations for new landscaped 

medians, boulevards, freeways and parks within budget 
and resource constraints.  The expansion of East and 
West Kellogg and the addition of over 130 acres of 
landscape improvements with irrigation will have dramatic 
impact on park maintenance operations. 

• Maintaining the existing infrastructure in a safe condition 
until capital replacements are scheduled and completed.  
Graffiti, vandalism and the age of existing basketball and 
tennis court systems, playground systems, picnic tables, 
benches, bleachers, fences, grills, walks, and swimming 
pool amenities such as guard stands, diving standards, 
slides, shade structures and deck systems requires 
systematic maintenance and replacement schedules to 
keep parks attractive and safe. 

• Maintaining appropriate and modern capital equipment, to 
enable staff to effectively perform maintenance tasks. 

 
Botanica 
• Identifying and cultivating new sources of revenue to help 

with the ongoing growth and improvement needs of the 
Botanical garden and facilities. 

• Additional office and storage needs, and antiquated phone 
system. 

• With growing interest in the expansion of Botanica from 
Board of Trustees and staff, the creation of a strategic 
long-range plan is vital. 

 
Century II 
• Century II is over 35 years old.  With the new convention 

and art facilities recently completed in Omaha, Overland 
Park, and Oklahoma City, it has become necessary for 
Wichita to modernize and expand.  

 

Recreation Cost Recovery Percentages 
  2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

Recreation Centers 31.0% 27.5% 32.0% 35.0% 38.0%
Swimming Pools 58.0% 56.7% 51.1% 49.0% 48.0%

Park Department Budget Summary 
  2003 2004 2004 2005 2006

  Actual Adopted Revised Adopted Approved
Personal Services 8,768,872 9,435,900 9,112,860 9,646,660 9,970,180
Contractual Services 4,873,600 5,364,460 5,707,400 5,883,840 5,907,130
Commodities 551,302 665,860 665,820 669,950 665,550
Capital Outlay 9,664 98,900 135,670 50,900 50,900
Other 26,537 34,200 199,600 206,360 207,930
Total Park Expenditures 14,229,975 15,599,320 15,821,350 16,457,710 16,801,690
            
General Fund 14,229,975 15,599,320 15,821,350 16,457,710 16,801,690
       
Total full-time positions 205 211 205 205 205
Total part-time positions 6 3 6 6 6
Total FTE positions 208 212.50 208 208 208
 
For additional information on the Park Department visit www.wichita.gov! 
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RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
• The City assumed responsibility for Highland Park 

Cemetery and Jamesburg Cemetery in the early 1980’s 
• The assets of the Cemetery Fund serve as an endowment 

to fund annual maintenance on the cemeteries. 
 

OVERVIEW 
The Cemetery Fund is a self-sustaining fund supported by the 
sale of interment and monument permits. Grave openings are 
coordinated through the Finance Department, while cemetery 
management and maintenance is coordinated through the Park 
Department. 
 
In 1983, the City voluntarily took over the ownership of 
Highland Park cemetery from Wichita Cemetery Company. 
Highland Park is the earliest Sedgwick County cemetery of 
record. The first burial was that of Albert Lewellen (age 5) in 
1870, the same year the frontier town of Wichita was 
incorporated.  
 
Highland Park cemetery, initially known as City Cemetery, is 
located in near east Wichita, at the northwest corner of 9th 
Street and Hillside.  However, when opened, the Cemetery 
occupied a plot several miles from the borders of the new city 
of Wichita.  Early Wichitian James R Mead noted in his 
memoirs that early Wichita residents could look with comfort  
east towards the bluffs outside of town, knowing that this 
beautiful spot was the resting place of friends and family. 
 
Today, approximately 17,000 people are buried at Highland 
Park Cemetery. In addition to four Kansas governors, perhaps 
the most nationally recognized individual buried at Highland 
Park  is  Buffalo Bill  Mathewson,  the  original Buffalo Bill.  The 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
final resting place of prominent early Wichitan, Louise Murdock, 
benefactor of the Wichita Art Museum, is also located in the 
cemetery.  From 1873 to 1880, what is currently Jamesburg 
Cemetery was a post office in the small village by the same 
name. Jamesburg cemetery was taken over by the City a few 
years after the Highland Park became a City property. 
 

FINANCE AND OPERATIONS 
In addition to revenue from the sale of interment and 
monument permits, the Cemeteries Trust Fund accumulates a 
portion of its annual income from interest earnings on the 
fund’s investment assets. The interest earnings typically allow 
revenues to outpace expenditures on a year-to-year basis, 
adding to the fund’s balance and providing resources for capital 
improvements at each of the cemeteries, as needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cemetery Fund’s purpose is to provide resources for the management 
and maintenance of Highland Park and Jamesburg cemeteries.   

CEMETERIES

Notables interned at Highland Park Cemetery 
 
Sidney Toler – Mr. Toler made his first Hollywood feature film in
1929 and would appear in 82 films in his career.  In 1938, he took
on the role of Charlie Chan, starring in 22 such films. Mr. Toler
died on February 12, 1947.  
 
James Masterson  -  Younger brother to legendary gunfighter
turned sportswriter Bat Masterson, Mr. Masterson moved with his
family from New York to Wichita in 1876.  He died twenty years
later.   
 
William Mathewson  -  Known as the original Buffalo Bill, Mr.
Mathewson was a trader, scout and lawman. He earned his
nickname during the winter drought of 1860, in which he hunted
buffalo so that starving settlers could survive.  An associate of Kit
Carson, Mr. Mathewson was known and respected by Indian
friends and foes alike as Sillpah Simpah, or “Long Breaded
Dangerous Man.” 

Cemetery Fund Budget Summary 

  
   2003

   Actual
2004

 Adopted
2004

 Revised
2005

Adopted
2006

Approved
Cemeteries Trust Revenue 38,292 37,000 37,000 37,000 37,000
       
Contractual Services 23,608 28,400 28,400 28,400 28,400
Commodities 0 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
Total Local Expenditures 23,608 29,400 29,400 29,400 29,400
            
Cemeteries Trust Fund Balance 813,468 821,068 821,068 828,668 836,268

    
    For additional information on the Highland Park Cemetery visit. www.interment.net/data/us/ks/wyandotte/highland.htm! 
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Botanica 
 
Located in Sim Park near the banks of the Arkansas River in the heart of the
Wichita cultural and museum district, Botanica is a 9 1/2 acre oasis of serenity and
beauty.  The Gardens burst with the natural color of thousands of flowers and
trees.  Visitors will find roses, tulips, irises, daylilies, mums, wildflowers, and
hundreds more.  Plants both native to Kansas and new to the area thrive in the 20
garden areas of Botanica.  Each part of the Gardens has its own focus or theme,
the Butterfly Garden, the Shakespearean Garden, the Aquatic Collection, the
Butterfly House (added in June of 1998), the Rose Garden, and the Wildflower
Garden, each giving the sensation that you are visiting not just one garden, but
many beautiful, exotic, and unique gardens. 


	Title/Our Mission
	GFOA Award
	Budget At A Glance
	Table of Contents
	Organizational Chart
	COW Elected Officials
	Directory
	Guide to the Budget
	Fund Structure
	City Manager's Policy Message
	City Profile
	Budget Process
	Budget Calendar
	Summaries of Revenues & Expenditures
	All Funds Summary
	General Fund Assumptions
	General Fund Multi-Yr Overview
	Other Funds 

	Department Presentations
	City Council & City Manager
	Finance
	Law
	Municipal Court
	Information Technology (IT/IS)
	Fire
	Police
	Housing Services
	Library
	Art Museum
	Public Works
	Environment Health
	Planning
	Transit
	Park
	Cemeteries

	Water & Sewer
	Airport
	General Government
	Golf
	Non-departmental
	Tourism & Convention
	Special Alcohol Fund
	Tax Increment Financing
	Self-Supporting Municipal Improvemt Dist.


	Debt Service
	Capital Improvement Plan
	Federal & State Grants
	Other Information
	Mill Levy Facts
	Budget Facts
	Economic Indicators
	Position Count Summary
	Position Changes Summary
	Budget Law
	Cash Basis Law
	Debt Limit Law
	Financial Policies & Guidelines
	Accounting Policy
	Description of Funds
	Description of Revenue Sources
	Glossary




